
 

A note from Pastor Goede on communing this Easter season 

  

This week and going forward in Easter, I invite you to commune during the worship service. If 

you would like to read about communing at home, please visit Augustana's website at 

augustanahydepark.org to read essays and reflections by several members. 

 

This week we'll eat in the simplest way possible. Our blessing for the bread and wine, our table 

grace, will just be Jesus' words recorded in the gospels and in Paul's letters, this is my body, 

this is my blood. In coming weeks we can add more, but know that this is all that's needed for 

the elements to be blessed and for Christians to commune together. 

 

To prepare to commune this Sunday morning, you'll want to have on hand bread on a plate and 

either wine or grape juice in a cup. When assisting ministers learn what to do before and after 

communion, I always tell them that they are just setting the table - putting out the cups and 

plates we'll need for the meal, making the table look nice by veiling the chalice, getting ready 

the way you would for any dinner party.  

 

Jesus is our guest at this dinner, and as he tells his disciples who share the last supper with 

him, the bread and wine are the way God graces us with divine presence. Jesus asks us to eat 

and drink together, promises to be present with us and fill us with grace as surely as we are 

filled with bread and wine. 
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During this time of shelter-in-place, we still worship together online. You can find 

the link to our worship channel on our website. The video will be available starting 

at 8:30am on Sunday morning. 

 

https://augustanahydepark.org/category/virtual-worship/


 

The Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those 

who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of 

Christ’s blessing, the one who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Readings of the Day 

The Acts of the Apostles: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

  

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the 

gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to 

God’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting 

Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now 

enthroned. 

 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that 

are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 

God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as 

you yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 

law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for 

him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him, 

 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  



 

29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 

and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew 

that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 

throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

 

 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

 

Psalm 16 

 

In your presence there is fullness of joy. (Ps. 16:11) 

 

 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 

  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 

 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 

  upon those who are noble among the people. 

 3But those who run after other gods 

  shall have their troubles multiplied. 

 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 

  never take their names upon my lips. 

 5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 

  it is you who uphold my lot. 

 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 

  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 

 7I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

  my heart teaches me night after night. 

 8I have set the LORD always before me; 

  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 

  my body also shall rest in hope. 

 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 

  nor let your holy one see the pit. 

 11You will show me the path of life; 



 

  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 

 

 

A Reading from the Epistles of Peter: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

  

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering 

because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we 

have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 

 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 

us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 

while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being 

more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 

rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John:  John 20:19-34 

 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts 

another visit from the Lord. 

 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 



 

 

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 

them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

 

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My 

Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

 



  

 



  



 

 

Last year, Augustana hosted LYRA, a vocal ensemble group from St. Petersburg, Russia, 

during their American tour.  As a belated thank you gift, they are allowing us to use one 

of their videos during our virtual service.  Below are the lyrics in translation: 

 

The Angels Sang to the Lady Full of Grace 

A Hymn from the Easter Liturgy of the Russian Orthodox Church 

  

The Angel sang to the Lady full of Grace, rejoice, rejoice O pure Virgin. 

Again I say, rejoice, your Son has risen from his three days in the tomb. 

With himself he has raised all the dead.  Rejoice, rejoice all you peoples. 

  

Shine, shine O New Jerusalem, the Glory of the Lord has shown on you. 

Exalt and be Glad O Zion.  Be radiant O pure Theotokos 

In the Resurrection of your Son! 

 

 



 

In Our Prayers 

 

Karl, a friend and coworker of Joe Klonowski, diagnosed with COVID-19 

The friends and family of David Parker, friend of Padraig McGuire and husband of 

Dale, died of COVID-19 

Bennie Currie, mourning the loss of his cousin to COVID-19 

Jeanette Bordelon, awaiting surgery 

Dorothy Goede, mother of Pastor Goede, in hospice care 

LaShauna Ferguson, recovering from what was probably COVID-19 

John Albright, recovering from surgery 

Q, friend of Cantor McGuire, undergoing a difficult pregnancy 

Elaine Wickstrom, friend of Shelley Barnard, complications from an appendectomy 

The doctors in our congregation, Peter Pytel, Jefree Schulte and Elaine Worcester 

Deb Burnet, Joe Klonowski’s mother, a doctor working hard at UC Hospitals 

Kimi, a friend of Joe Klonowski and Emily Kleeman, working hard at UC Hospitals 

Kevin Rist, father of Erika, a doctor working hard in Wausau, WI 

Maddie and her family, friend of Joe Klonowski, all ill (possibly COVID-19) 

Ernest Johnson, pastor of Storehouse Church, recovering from multiple surgeries 

Mark van Scharrel, husband of Pastor Julie Ryan, advanced cancer 

Frank Showers, undergoing treatment for cancer 

 

Please do not hesitate to email the office with any prayer requests that you would 

like included next week 

  

 

 

The building is closed but we still have bills 

 

At the end of worship, please remember to make an offering. The people we employ 

depend on your generosity during this difficult time. You can arrange an ongoing 

electronic offering through our website. Setting up a free PayPal account allows you 

to make an offering of any size with a debit or credit card; the email address you need 

is treasurer@augustanahydepark.org. You can, of course, also send a check to 

Augustana, 5500 S. Woodlawn Ave., Chicago, IL, 60637. 

mailto:office@augustanahydepark.org?subject=Prayer%20request
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOSWWfmHSWutLZv78ceQ6cqNSrmZ9U_AtN0pBcgWapVsZums9tj3wI7okSf0MyMa8uhO1i3whT_N8AL3oO0R90ns=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOSWWfmHSWutLZv78ceQ6cqNSrmZ9U_AtN0pBcgWapVsZums9tj3wI7okSf0MyMa8uhO1i3whT_N8AL3oO0R90ns=&ver=3
http://paypal.com/


 

 

 

 

  

 

Many thanks to Jim Vondaracek for joining Carolyn Rahaman and Susan Clapp in 

the behind-the-scenes work that make worship possible for us right now.  If you 

enjoyed this morning's service, please take a moment to thank one or all of them. 
  

 

mailto:jim.vondracek@gmail.com?subject=Thanks!
mailto:carolynbrahaman@gmail.com?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20your%20hard%20work!
mailto:susanaclapp@gmail.com%20?subject=Thank%20you%20for%20your%20hard%20work!


 

Communing at home?  Take a picture! 

We would love to receive pictures of the bread and wine that you're using at home 

for your Communion so that we can vary the images we display in our videos.  If you 

feel that you set a nice Communion table, please snap a picture and email it to 

Carolyn.  Thank you. 
 

 

mailto:treasurer@augustanahydepark.org?subject=Communion%20table
mailto:treasurer@augustanahydepark.org?subject=Communion%20table

